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What’s Coming Up?: 
Sunday, 
Sept. 29 

Monday,  
Sept. 30 
Day 4 
 
SFD* - Rosh 
Hashanah 
 
Orange Shirt Day – 
wear orange to 
honour residential 
school survivors 
 

Tuesday, Oct. 1 
Day 5 
 
SFD* - Rosh 
Hashanah 

Wednesday, 
Oct. 2 
Day 1  
 
Rocks and Rings 
curling program for 
all classes 
 
 
 
 

Thursday, Oct. 3 
Day 2 
 
Rocks and Rings 
curling program for 
all classes 
 

Friday, 
Oct. 4 
Day 3 
 
Rocks and Rings 
curling program for all 
classes 
 

Saturday, 
Oct. 5 

Sunday, 
Oct. 6 

Monday, 
Oct. 7 
Day 4 
 
Rocks and Rings 
curling program for 
all classes 
 

Tuesday,  
Oct. 8 
Day 5 
 
Ontario Legislative 
Assembly sessions 
for Kemball and 
Bernstein 
 
Grade 3, ¾ Field 
Trip to Markham 
Theatre 
 

Wednesday, 
Oct. 9 
Day 1 
 
SFD* - Yom Kippur 
 
 

Thursday, 
Oct. 10 
Day 2 
 
 

Friday, 
Oct. 11 
Day 3 
 
Bus Safety 
Presentations for all 
students 
 
School-wide Terry Fox 
Run – 1:00 – 2:00 pm 

Saturday, 
Oct. 12 
 

Sunday, 
Oct. 13 

Monday, 
Oct. 14 
 
Thanksgiving – no 
school 
 
 
 

Tuesday,  
Oct. 15 
Day 4 
 
School Council 
Meeting – 6:30 – 
8:00 pm – all 
welcome 

Wednesday, 
Oct. 16 
Day 5 
 
 

Thursday, 
Oct. 17 
Day 1 
 
K – 2 (English) Field 
Trip to Forsyth Farm 

Friday, 
Oct. 18 
Day 2 
 
 

Saturday, 
Oct. 19 

Sunday, 
Oct. 20 

Monday, 
Oct. 21 
 
PA Day – no school 
 
 

Tuesday,  
Oct. 22 
Day 3 
 

Wednesday, 
Oct. 23 
Day 4 
 
Regional Cross-
Country Meet for 
qualifying students 

Thursday, 
Oct. 24 
Day 5 
 

Friday, 
Oct. 25 
Day 1 
 
Grade 7 Field Trip to 
McMichael Gallery 
 
 

Saturday, 
Oct. 26 
 

Upcoming Dates to Remember: 
 

 Remembrance Day Assembly on Monday, November 11 

 Parent Teacher Interviews on Thursday, November 14 (after school) and Friday, November 15 (morning) 
 

*SFD = Significant Faith Day 

School Website Here is a link to our school website. It will be updated regularly with calendar and other important 

information, such as the most recent School Council minutes. 

School Parking Lot and Traffic The school parking lot is by far the most dangerous place a child can be at drop-off and 

pick-up times. Drivers pulling in and out of parking spaces are often in a hurry and not able to see small children. Please 

do not ever park in the school parking lot at these key times. The few minutes of walking from a parking space on the 

street is worth it in order to keep our students safe. In addition, the driving rules around the school (no u-turns, no parking 

or stopping close to the school or on the far side of the street) are also designed to keep children safe. Follow the rules. 

Again, the few minutes saved is not worth a life time of grief over the loss of a child. 

Staff Learning and Development 

Here are some of the many things our staff is working on right now: 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/fredvarley.ps/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/fredvarley.ps/SchoolCouncil/Pages/School-Council-Minutes.aspx


 Training for our Technology Lead Teacher 

 We have three teachers who will be going to a workshop where they can analyze the EQAO data as it pertains to 

math for our students, and reflect on how our programming may be improved.  

 We have a teacher who is training in the “Third Wave” program to provide intensive support to our grade 2 and 3 

students who are needing extra support in their reading.  

What’s Been Happening at FVPS? 

 Cross-Country: We had about 35 students from grades 4 – 8 participate in the area cross-

country meet. The coaches were very proud of all of our athletes. Two of 

our students qualified to go to the Regional Meet. 

 Spiritwear: Orders are still being accepted for a variety of Fred 

Varley clothing at the Fred Varley Flames online store. This session of 

ordering will close on October 15. 

 Family Fun Night: We had a very successful first Family Fun Night. 

Dozens of families came out to enjoy some unstructured play together in 

our gym. Normally, we would like Family Fun Nights to be a monthly 

occasion. However, we will hold off announcing the date for our next one 

until the current labour situation is resolved. 

 Parenting, Mental Health, Stress: On our school website, we have some articles 

that were shared with us by our Public Health nurse that might be of interest to you. Topics include screen time 

for children, helping your child get enough sleep, building relationships with your child, and helping children to 

deal with stress. Student Well-Being  

 Vulnerable Sector Screening: There will be a lot of opportunities for interested parents and grandparents to 

volunteer at Fred Varley this year (Terry Fox, field trips, special events at school like Chef a l’ecole, Scientists in 

School, heritage events and assemblies). To volunteer, you need to complete a Vulnerable Sector Screening with 

the York Regional Police. Contact the school office now to get a letter to take with you to the police station to 

apply for the volunteer police check. Then, when a volunteer opportunity arises, you are ready to participate. 

 New Parks: We are very excited to have two new parks that can be accessed by our students 

and their teachers. On the east side of the school, there is a lovely space that can be used as 

an outdoor classroom. There is space for two classes to gather to have an outdoor meeting 

place for their learning. On the north side, there is a beautiful playground. Students will be 

accessing the playground during their gym class or for their daily physical activity time. 

Grade 1 and 2 students will also take turns using the playground in small groups during 

recess time.  

 Community Event – Spookfest: The Bur Oak Secondary School Community Council will be hosting a 

“Spookfest” on Tuesday, October 29 from 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm at Bur Oak Secondary School. Parents are 

welcome to bring their children and participate in organized games and activities.  – Please note that this event 

may be cancelled if the current labour situation is not resolved before the date.  

EQAO Results 

Once again, Fred Varley students have done well in their EQAO results.  Grade 3 and 6 

students surpassed Board and Provincial results in all but one test of Reading, Writing 

and Mathematics. 

EQAO stands for the Education Quality and Accountability Office.  It is an independent 

agency that gathers province-wide data through annual assessments.  In order to ensure 

greater quality and accountability in education, the information gathered is reported 

publicly.  Individual student scores are not reported publicly but are given to the 

students’ home schools for sharing with parents and the students’ teachers. 

Large-scale testing results are just one of the many tools that support student learning.  

These results are a snapshot of achievement and should be considered alongside school-

based information.  Regular assessments conducted in the classroom remain the 

fundamental method of assessing and supporting students throughout their education.   

https://fredvarleyflames.com/?
http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/fredvarley.ps/info/Pages/Student-Well-Being.aspx


 As in previous years, we are proud of the results for our school, and we continue to look for sustained growth in 

achievement over time. The assessment data will be used as an additional source of information to support the 

improvement of student learning through our School Improvement Plan.   Thoughtful discussion with school and 

community partners about the results from this assessment and other classroom assessment data will move the 

improvement planning agenda forward on behalf of all students. 

 

 

Lates and Absences We have a number of students who are 

habitually late or absent. Please read these statistics which 

highlight the importance of punctuality and regular 

attendance. The school is open for student entry at 7:45 am 

every day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gathering Corner/FAQs  

At last year’s Gathering of Our Voices, some parents were making comments about suggested changes to the curriculum. 

The curriculum is determined by the Ministry of Education, not by the individual school. It is the same for every school in 

the province. Curriculum documents are usually developed by educational experts who have done a thorough review of 

academic research and expert consultation about how children learn and what they are ready to learn at different ages 

and stages. Please keep in mind that teaching methods change because our understanding of how the brain works and 

learns has changed significantly in recent years. The provincial curriculum is available for everyone to view at 

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/. It cannot be changed by individual schools or teachers. However, 

our teachers work very hard to ensure that every child has an opportunity to learn what they need to and are ready to 

learn in a way that they are most likely to be successful.  

Messages from the Board - Caring and Safe Schools Presentations 
  
It is important to us that we provide a caring, safe and inclusive environment in our school that supports the academic 
achievement and well-being of all students. We held a school assembly last week to talk about some of the important 
elements of a caring and safe school. You may want to have a conversation with your child about what they learned and 
discussed. Topics covered include: 
  
Positive Behaviour 
Students are encouraged to demonstrate positive character attributes (such as empathy, courage and respect for human 
rights and inclusivity). We also discussed standing up for each other in bullying situations and the importance of reporting 
incidents of bullying, including: 

o Telling a caring adult 
o Using the YRDSB’s “Report It Button” (located on our school website) 
o Contacting Kids Help Phone (1-800-668-6868) 

 

Student Discipline 

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/
https://secure.yrdsb.ca/Forms/ReportIt/_layouts/FormServer.aspx?XsnLocation=https://secure.yrdsb.ca/FormServerTemplates/ReportItv1.xsn&Source=https://secure.yrdsb.ca&DefaultItemOpen=1
https://kidshelpphone.ca/


We use a progressive discipline approach when inappropriate behaviour occurs. This means we consider a range of 
options to determine the most appropriate response to each situation to help students learn from their choices. In some 
cases, suspension or expulsion may be necessary. The Ontario Education Act and our Board Caring and Safe Schools 
Policy outline the situations in which suspension and expulsion must be considered. These infractions are also outlined in 
the Guide to the School Year. When inappropriate behaviour occurs, information will be shared with the victim and 
parents/guardians of the victim to the extent that legislation allows. 
 

Tobacco/Alcohol/Drug-Free Environment 
The use of tobacco, electronic products (such as vaping, electronic cigarettes and cigars and related products) and/or 
student possession of alcohol/illegal and restricted drugs, including cannabis, are prohibited on school property or within 
20 metres of school boundaries. This also applies during Board or school-sponsored events and activities. This is in 
compliance with the Smoke-Free Ontario Act, which is enforced locally by York Region Community and Health Services 
and the Tobacco and Smoke-Free Environment Policy and Procedure. A progressive form of discipline, including 
suspension from school and fines (up to $5,000), is in place for students who break the law. In accordance with the 
Smoke-Free Ontario Act (SFOA), exceptions are made for the traditional use of tobacco that forms part of Indigenous 
culture and spirituality. 
 

We also discussed the potential harms associated with vaping and e-cigarettes, including that e-cigarettes can contain 
nicotine, formaldehyde and other harmful chemicals, and are being used to inhale other harmful substances such as 
marijuana, weight loss supplements and other drugs. Partnership for Drug Free Kids also provides a resource on how to 
talk to your kids about vaping. 
 

Appropriate Use of Technology 
Students were reminded about the Appropriate Use of Technology agreement, including the importance of using 
respectful language and making positive choices when using electronic communications and social media tools.  
 

Students were reminded that threats made online are taken seriously and may have serious consequences, including 
potential criminal charges. Where there are concerns for the safety of students, staff, community members or Board 
property, the school board works closely with York Regional Police and appropriate actions are taken. The safety and 
well-being of students remains our top priority.  
  
For More Information 
For more details on each of these items, please read the Guide to the School Year or visit the Caring and Safe Schools 
section on the YRDSB website for details and resources for families to continue the conversation.  
  
Thank you for helping us create a safe, respectful and inclusive school community. 
 

https://drugfree.org/download/what-you-need-to-know-how-to-talk-to-your-kids-about-vaping/
https://drugfree.org/download/what-you-need-to-know-how-to-talk-to-your-kids-about-vaping/
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/SafeSchools/Pages/default.aspx

